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WASHINGTON, DC
MURIEL BOWSER, MAYOR

[LLUMINATE YOUR BRILLIANCE DAY
SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

WHEREAS, Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) have a
tremendous impact on future violence victimization and perpetration,

and lifelong health and opportunity; and

WHEREAS, in Washington, DC, 23% of the students have been
exposed to ACEs such as financial instability, homelessness or violence,
which studies show can lead to reduced educational and occupational
achievement, and almost half of the DC Public School System’s student
body is considered at risk; and

WHEREAS, the pandemic created barriers to learning and widened the
educational gap, particularly among students of color and low-income
students, with 24% of DC students lacking access to broadband
internet before the COVID-19 pandemic, in particular 37% for
students in Wards 7 and 8; and

WHEREAS, students in Washington, DC face significant barriers to
success yet still managed to demonstrate creativity, academic excellence,
and exceptional talent, therefore, it is of the upmost importance that
the city recognizes the achievements of its brilliant youth:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, THE MAYOR OF WASHINGTON, DC,
do hereby proclaim September 2, 2021, in Washington, DC, as
“ILLUMINATE YOUR BRILLIANCE DAY.”
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